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February 3, 2021 
 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS & FIRE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
III-B:   America’s Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA). 

PURPOSE: 
To provide the Committee a status report on the Risk and Resilience Assessment and 
the Emergency Preparedness Plan for the District’s community water system under 
AWIA 2018.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
This project has a not to exceed budget of $24,854.00. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In October of 2018, former President Donald J. Trump signed the AWIA. The AWIA 
expands the existing disaster preparedness requirements to account for additional 
sources of vulnerability to water systems, such as natural disasters and natural hazards. 
The AWIA provisions are the most far-reaching changes to the Safe Drinking Water Act 
since the 1996 Amendments, with over 30 mandated programs. The EPA is not requiring 
water utilities use designated standards or methods to conduct the assessments and 
plans but plans to provide guidance documents within the next few months. 
 
Risk and Resilience 
AWIA expands on the previously prepared “vulnerability assessments” to include an 
analysis of risks to, and resilience of, water systems related to sources other than 
intentional attacks. The risk resilience assessment must include an assessment of: 
 

1. The risk from malevolent acts and hazards, 
2. Resilience of physical infrastructure and technologies, 
3. Monitoring practices 
4. Financial infrastructure, 
5. Chemical uses and  
6. Operation and maintenance. 

The deadline to complete the risk and resilience assessments for an agency, such as the 
size of Rincon, with a population between 3,300 and 50,000 is June 30, 2021. AWIA also 
requires that the risk and resilience assessment be reviewed, revised and submitted for 
approval to the EPA once every 5 years. 
 
Emergency Response Plans 
No later than six months after certifying completion of its risk and resilience assessment, 
each system must prepare or revise, where necessary, an emergency response plan  
that incorporates the findings of the assessment.  The plan shall include: 
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1. strategies and resources to improve the resilience of the system, including the 
physical security and cybersecurity of the system; 

2. plans and procedures that can be implemented, and identification of equipment 
that can be utilized, in the event of a malevolent act or natural hazard that threatens 
the ability of the community water system to deliver safe drinking water; 

3. actions, procedures and equipment which can obviate or significantly lessen the 
impact of a malevolent act or natural hazard on the public health and the safety 
and supply of drinking water provided to communities and individuals, including 
the development of alternative source water options, relocation of water intakes 
and construction of flood protection barriers; and 

4. strategies that can be used to aid in the detection of malevolent acts or natural 
hazards that threaten the security or resilience of the system. 

Community water systems shall to the extent possible coordinate with local 
emergency planning committees established under the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-To-Know Act of 1986 when preparing or revising an assessment or 
emergency response plan under the AWIA. Further, systems must maintain a copy of 
the assessment and emergency response plan for five years after certifying the plan 
to the EPA. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Information only.  No action required.   


